Sentence Structure


Understand the basic structures:

· If you have a noun with no verb, or a verb with no noun, that is a PHRASE.

· If you have a subject (noun) and a verb, but the words cannot stand alone, that is a DEPENDENT CLAUSE.

· If you have a subject (noun) and a verb, and the words can stand alone to say a complete idea, that is an INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

You can put parts of sentences together with:

· punctuation (commas [,] semicolons [;] and periods [.])

· connectors (and, but, or, so, and a few others)  *These only connect IC to IC.

· transitions (however, therefore, as a result, and many others)  *These only connect IC to IC.

· dependent clause words (even though, because, while, when, after, before, if, and many others)
Sentences are made from INDEPENDENT (IC) and DEPENDENT (DC) clauses in the following ways:

1. IC.   


John worked in a factory.

                          (  




       (
2. IC, connector IC.  
John worked in a factory but his brother did not work in a factory.

                 (





    (
3. IC ; IC.   

John worked in a factory; it was the only company that wanted him.

           (      (       (



   (      (       (
4. IC ; transition, IC.   
John worked in a factory; as a result, he got hurt many times.

(        (      (




    (
  (       (
4A.  IC.  Transition, IC. 
John worked in a factory.  As a result, he got hurt many times.

5. IC DC.  

 John worked there because he could not get any other jobs.

     (






   (
6. DC, IC.   

When John applied for the job, he had to do a job interview.

Most other combinations are impossible.

Which of these examples are correct sentences?

S only, Verb missing

John in Los Angeles.  *incomplete
V only, Subject missing
Lives in Los Angeles.  *incomplete
IC.



John lives in Los Angeles.  

DC. 



When John lived in Los Angeles.

*fragment



DC.



Because John lives in Los Angeles.

*fragment

IC IC. 


Jim lives in Los Angeles John lives in Los Angeles too.  *run on (no punctuation)
IC, IC.


Jim lived there, John lived there. 


*comma only – not enough
IC V phrase.

Jim lived in Los Angeles, worked in Los Angeles with John.  *comma, incomplete
S, IC.


John, he lives in Los Angeles.



*repeated subject
DC, connector IC.
Because John lives in Los Angeles, so Jim lives there too.
*DC with connector 

IC, connector IC, connector IC.    

Be careful with how you combine sentences.  The first example is okay, the second example is not.
Jim lives in Los Angeles, but John does not live there, so they don’t see each other much.  (OK)

Jim lives here and John doesn’t, so they don’t talk much, but John sometimes calls and Jim visits Los Angeles when he has vacation time, or John will go to see Jim and they sometimes have Christmas together too.  (NOT OK)

Look at some examples of sentences with mistakes:












fragment

Finally, the job has two vacations per year, so enjoy their life.  For example traveling, 








   ^missing subject    ^p-----------------^p



run-on
playing golf everything can do at that time.



^p            ^missing subject









Dependent clause
Finally, being a doctor, it can help your health.  Because if you a doctor, you know 





^repeated subject
      ^p-small “b”
   ^missing verb









fragment
many kinds of information about health.  Such as what food is bad, what food is good.







     ^p-small “s”

          ^connector

Try these sentences for practice (they come from your in-class writing).

1. If the boss tells me to do some easy work, I’ll be happy to do it.  But if the boss tells me to make a plan for a project.  I won’t be very willing to do it.  Because my brain isn’t full of ideas.

2. It’s hard for me because my English not so good.

3. Second, I can be my own boss.  So I don’t have to listen to other people tell me what to do.

4. My father has headaches, this is why he can’t work.

5. I really want to become a small business owner, this job will help me have a lot of money and be happy.

6. I finished my education in my country, and then I became a teacher, I taught math in an elementary school.

7. Accountants don’t have to work hard for example accountants help cash the customer’s check.

8. My first teacher could dance, draw, and play piano, also, she read lots of fairy tales to me.

9. That’s why people who work at hospitals, like doctors, nurses have a good salary.

10. I will attract partners, investors, customers to my business.

11. I can invest in the company like: cars, cell phones.

12. For example, I can answer the phone.  Organize files for my boss.

13. The career I want is accountant is an interesting career.  

