ESLW 50  - WRITING PARAGRAPHS WITH STRONG SUPPORT

Good paragraphs should contain a few clear main points with at least two or more specific and detailed examples to support each point; the ideas should connect back to the idea of the topic sentence with some explanation.

1. Here's an example of a main point with just one supporting sentence:

When having a party at home or at the park, there should be lots of people that are invited.  For example, at my birthday party last year, I invited all my friends to come because without them it is not a birthday party.  Next,…

2. Here's an example of a main point with support that is not specific or detailed, and has an explanation that just repeats the idea:

A great party should have great food to eat because it is very important to have it for guests who we invited to the party.  Moreover, the food also needs to taste good in order to make everyone enjoy it as well as the party.

3. Here's an example of a main point with a lot of general development and explanation, but there is no specific or detailed support:

Dancing is always the main part of a party.  It is about the enjoyment of people who attend the party.  When people are dancing, it means they are having fun.  Therefore, dancing means a lot in parties.

4. Here's an example of a paragraph with very specific and detailed support and no clear connection between the details and the main point or explanation:

A wedding party is good because it is romantic.  A wedding party is so important in a bride's life; most women want a romantic wedding party for their whole life.  For example, three months ago I went to my classmate's wedding.  She set the location on a beach at Lake Tahoe.  Her husband organized the wedding and it was very good for her.  The wedding party background was blue, had many blue flowers, chairs and desks in light blue to express the sky and water.  Next,…

5. Here's an example of an unclear main point supported only by a narrative or story. Although the support is detailed and specific, the main point is not, so it's hard to see how the details support it.

Last, it's a happy moment.  My friends sent me birthday gifts.  I opened the gifts with my friends.  I got many things from them, such as pens, T-shirts, and birthday cards.  The thing I like most is a picture holder.  It holds a picture of me and my friends.  I always remember my friends and the funny moments we had when I see it.    
A better way to write this main point might be: "A great birthday party always brings one memorable gift that helps you remember the good moments."
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6. Here’s an example of a well-developed main point with better support and connection to the topic:

Next, I like to invite all my friends because when I see my friends all at the same time, it makes me happy.  For example, at my son's party, I invited all his friends and my friends, so he was excited when he saw his friends, and I was happy for him too.  And when there are a lot of people in the party, I can talk to them about everything and it's so fun for me.



EXAMPLES

Examples should always be true examples of the thing you were talking about just before the example.

Here are some examples of examples that do not really give an example of what comes before them:
1. First of all, a Christmas Eve party is fun because we celebrate it once a year.  For example, I love to have fun with my close friends and my family.  So this is a good time for me to go enjoy with them.

FIX by combining the "so" explanation sentence and explaining how you see them once a year at this time. "I love to have fun with my friends…" is a reason why you enjoy the party, an explanation, and not  an example of "celebrate once a year".
2. Then [=Also,] I would like to have a lot of delicious food such as spicy food, soup, spaghetti, quiche, and cookies.    For example, tom yum koong soup and papaya salad.
FIX by moving the example next to that thing it describes (spicy food), or move "spicy food" to the end of the list, next to the example.  The soup and salad are both spicy foods.  If I didn't know that, I might think they were kinds of cookies or just strange examples.
3. I have different kinds of gifts.  I like the gifts that all my friends gave me.  For example, some friends gave me toys and some gave me shirts. 

FIX by combining the first two sentences so that "different kinds of gifts" and "my friends gave me" are part of the same idea.  They are a combined idea in the example sentence, so they should be combined in the sentence before that as well.

