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Sacramento City College    Course Code: 26452 

Fall 2009 

                 Days/Time: T&Th 9:45 - 11:50 a.m.

Instructor: Brett Thomas      Classroom: RS 326 Tues./ RS 229 Thurs.

Office:
Rodda South 317           Email: thomasb@scc.losrios.edu
Phone: 558-2347
            My Site: http://wserver.scc.losrios.edu/~thomasb
Office Hrs: Daily 1-2 p.m.             ESL Site: http://wserver.scc.losrios.edu/~langlit/esl


      & by appointment

Prerequisites:
To be in ESLW 50, you must first have: 

1) passed ESLW 40 with a grade of "C" or better, or 

2) been placed into ESL level 50 by the SCC ESL assessment test & essay process

Give me a copy of either your grade report or assessment center placement showing both test and essay scores today or Thursday.  If you cannot, I may drop you and give your place to a waitlist student with the prerequisite.  If you are planning to take the assessment test, tell me when you expect to get the results.  If you are trying to add the class, you must give me the prerequisite paper before asking for a permission number. 

Corequisite:
There is no corequisite or lab required for ESLW 50.  However, if you are repeating the class, or have difficulty with writing or grammar, or if you are taking college ESL for the first time, I strongly recommend that you take ESL 92, Intermediate Independent Lab.  Register immediately for section #27520 or section #30934.  You should also plan to visit the Writing Center in the Library/LRC (1st floor) – register for Human Services 1000 section #30190.

Advisory: 

The ESL department strongly recommends that students take ESLG50 (grammar), ESLR 50 (reading), and or ESLL 50 (listening/speaking) because they will help the student do better in the writing class.  If you choose not to take these, or other ESL classes, you may have more difficulty passing the class.  In that case, both the ESL Center (ESL 92 Int. Independent Lab) and a free tutor from the Learning Resource Center (1st floor) are again recommended.

Important Notes About This Class: 

This class is a "computer-assisted" class, so you must be able to type on a keyboard (slowly is okay), be able to use computers and the Internet well enough to do some simple searching, and have an email address.  I will give you a lot of help, but you need to know the basics and feel comfortable with computers.  We will have class in RS326, the computer lab, weekly.  You don't need to own a computer, but you need some free time if you plan to use the college's computer labs and library. 

How Much Time Will It Take?
ESLW 50 requires an average time commitment from most students. Your total time working outside of class at home will be about 12 hours a week.  You will do regular writing assignments and homework to improve your writing, vocabulary and grammar skills. 

Required Materials and Textbook: 
1) Ready to Write More, Second Edition, by Blanchard and Root, 2004.  ISBN: 0-13-048468-7  
This is our main textbook, and we'll begin using it on Thursday.  Bring it every day.

2) Longman Dictionary of American English, ISBN: 0-13-098893-6 or an equivalent all-English 
dictionary is required.  You should begin to move away from electronic and bilingual dictionaries.  

3) A Student Access Card for any printing you do, and as your library card, ID and rail/bus pass too!

4) A working email address (SCC offers free email and computer access).

5) A notebook, paper, pens & pencils (to take notes in class, keep a journal, etc.)

Important Dates for Your Calendar:  These dates may change -- you will be told if they do.

Last Day to Enroll (Add or Drop) 

September 6th 

Last Day to Drop (No grade)


September 19th

Last Day to Withdraw ("W" grade)

November 17th 

HOLIDAY (Thanksgiving)


November 26th (& 27th) 

FINAL EXAM




Tuesday, December 15th, 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

CLASS POLICIES:
These are the rules for ESLW 50.  Be sure you understand them.

Cheating and Plagiarism:

You will not cheat in this class.  That's it.  If you share test information before, during, or after a test, that is cheating.  If you and a friend turn in identical homework, that is cheating.  If you turn in an assignment that was written by someone else, that is cheating.  If you use other writers' words and ideas in your papers, you MUST mark them in quotes and say where they came from; if you paraphrase into your own words, you must still say where you got the original idea; if not, it is plagiarism.  According to school policy, if I suspect you have cheated or plagiarized, you will receive zero points for the assignment, and you may fail the course.

Attendance and Lateness:

Being late is as bad as being absent.  You miss important information and you interrupt and slow down the class. Three lates count as one absence and being more than 15 minutes late counts as being absent. You can miss only two (2) classes or four (4) hours total (two days) in the semester for any reason, excused or not. You will lose 10 points for each extra absence and you will be automatically dropped after your fifth hour of absence. Attendance and lateness in class will strongly affect your grade, by reducing your total points.  Please do not make appointments during your class times!

If you know you will be absent, or if you are sick, please call my office or email me and let me know why you are absent and when you will be back.  Get the number of a classmate TODAY who can bring you handouts and share notes with you.  You are responsible for all material covered in class and assigned as homework.  Be sure to take notes during class lectures and discussions! 

You are expected to be present at the final examination on December 15th, 2009.  The day and time of the exam will not change, and early exams are not allowed, so do not purchase airplane tickets or make travel plans for dates before December 16th.
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Grading and Late Homework:

All grades will be given in points/percents or letter grades. I will give you a grade report at midterm and before the last drop day.  If there is anything you don't understand, always feel free to talk to me. 

If you find a mistake or think I graded something incorrectly, tell me immediately.  I will not change grades after the end of the semester.  If you are absent, all homework you miss is still due on the day you return but is not late. 

Generally, 100-90% = A, 89-80% = B, 79-70% = C, 69-60% = D, <60 = F.

All assignments must be turned in on time.  The reading and homework assignments in this class are regular and build on each other, so you have to keep up with them.  Not turning them in can seriously affect your class grade!  Assignments more than two days late will not be accepted for a grade. (I will correct it for you, but you'll get zero points.)  There is no excuse for late work - you can email it to me at any time.

Typical Assignments: (See the W50 Schedule for actual assignments.)
In-Class Writing ~50%  *must have C- average to pass*
Three in-class long paragraphs





       50, 75, & 100 points 

Three in-class multi-paragraph essays




       50, 75, & 100 points 

One final exam (five-paragraph essay)





          200 points 

At-Home Essays & Revisions ~30%
Two at-home long paragraphs including drafts 




75 & 100 points 

Revisions of these








75 & 100 points

Two at-home multi-paragraph essays including drafts



75 & 100 points 

Revisions of these








75 & 100 points

All at-home writing requires printed, shared drafts that are discussed in class; up to 25 points of the grade are given for this.

All at-home writing requires a graded assignment & a graded revision.  Revisions earn the same points and both grades count.
Other Homework ~10%
Reading assignments, textbook exercises, etc.





~50 points

Attendance & Daily Participation ~ 10%


         



~50 points 

This includes coming to class on time, asking and answering questions, taking notes during lecture, participating in group work and discussions, and completing assignments before class so you are ready to talk about them.












TOTAL points
          =~1450 
Schedules, grading plans and other information may change at any time;

 if they do, the instructor will inform you.  Keep this paper for your records.

!! NOTE: To receive a "C" or better in ESLW 50, students must have an average 70% success (C-) on all in-class writing first, and then an average of 70% or greater success on all other work, including attendance & participation!
Skills you need for ESLW 50:

The following ESLW 40 prerequisite skills are needed in order to be successful in the course:

* generate and organize ideas for writing.

* analyze paragraphs to identify component structure, including main ideas, topic sentence, and supporting details.

* evaluate basic paragraph organization and content.

* write academic paragraphs on a variety of familiar topics under time constraints.

* demonstrate ability to use steps in the writing process, including prewriting, revision, and editing of multiple drafts.

* apply level-appropriate English grammar and usage patterns in writing.

* use simple and compound sentences and basic complex sentences.

* demonstrate skill and accuracy in using active verbs in the simple tenses, present and past progressive, regular 

  and irregular verb forms, and modals.

* demonstrate skill and accuracy in using singular and plural noun forms.

* identify and use fundamental parts of speech.

* apply fundamental spelling and capitalization rules.

About this class: 

This is a course for non-native English speakers at the Intermediate-Mid Level that focuses first on the development of paragraph writing in a variety of rhetorical modes through guided writing and practice. By the end of the semester, students will be writing multi-paragraph essays. Students will learn techniques essential to essay writing and continue to develop sentence structure skills. Students will write and revise 8 paragraphs (in and out of class) and 4-5 short essays (4-5 paragraphs long each) on familiar topics that they have read or talked about. 

In this class, you will learn how to:

* write well-developed, unified paragraphs with clear topic sentences and supporting details.

* write essays with introductions, body paragraph support, and conclusions.

* interpret and appropriately respond to writing prompts.

* write academic single paragraphs and multiple paragraph essays on a variety of topics under time    

  constraints.

* write compositions using selected rhetorical modes, including at least one persuasion paragraph or 

  essay.

* use the writing process, including prewriting, writing, revising, and editing.

* apply level-appropriate grammar and usage patterns in writing, including verb-tense consistency and    

  basic sentence syntax.

* demonstrate general control of punctuation and capitalization in a variety of sentence types.

* identify and correct grammatical errors through editing.

Other Policies and Notices:

· No cell phones may be used during class.  If it rings, turn it off.  You may be asked to leave.   

· Papers and files will be kept until the end of the following semester, then thrown out.

· Students speak in English at all times during class.

· Take care of all business before class, during break, or after class – do NOT get up and leave during the class.  

· Bring your textbooks and any handouts I give you to class every day in your notebook.

Special Needs:

If you have a special need or accommodation (learning or other disability, extra time needed) that has been identified by the Learning Disability or Disability Resource Centers, please discuss it with me as soon as possible.  All conversations will be confidential.  The college has many resources to help you succeed, as well as counseling and financial aid if you have problems that are keeping you from coming to class or being as successful as possible.
