ESLW 50  ICW #2  Grammar Practice

SS – Missing Subjects & Verbs

Rule: Every sentence (and every clause) must have a subject and a verb.  Find and fix the errors.

There are some reasons people lie: because don't' want to hurt others' feelings, to protect themselves, or don't want the relations to get worse.  

That was a good lie because I didn't hurt her feelings by telling her she looked fat and her belly too big.

When police asked about the crime, he said nothing because the gangs said will kill him if he said anything.

The last reason why people lie is because sometimes they afraid of other people's reactions. 

Women afraid of being hurt by the men, so have to lie in order to make peace in their houses.

… and the last reason is because afraid of others' reaction.

For example, one of my relatives, he always telling lies.  

Feel insecure about themselves; about the way of thinking and expressing an idea.  Also, have not personal ideas and always agree with everything other people say.

VT - Verb Tense Not Marked, or Changing for No Reason
Rule: Verbs must show verb tense, usually with an 's' or 'ed' ending.  Verbs in a story must all have the same time frame as the story, unless you have a clear reason to change.  Past stories = past verbs.

For example, one of my friends take my notebook to copy and she didn't return it to me.  I ask for my notebook back and she say, "I already get it to you," but after one year she tells my other friend that she lose my notebook.  She didn't want to tell me.

For instance, I broke a bowl that my mom like.  When she asked, I told her that I don't know and act like it wasn't my fault.  In another case, when I was in high school, I stayed at home a lot.  I told my mom that I'm sick when she asked me, but I know I'm not really sick.  Last, I lie because I want to have fun.  I was on my way to a party.  My boyfriend call and want to talk, but I told him I'll call him back because I need to do something important.  

For example, while they were driving on the road, police pull them over and give them a ticket for speeding.  They know he was lying already, but he also want to cover his mistake.  He always tries to make other people happy, so he make up his own story.

ESLW 50  ICW#2  Specific Support and Detail

Guidelines: Each main point should have 2-3 supporting ideas (this can be in 2-3 or more good sentences).  Each supporting idea should be specific, with concrete details.  You can also give support with clear and specific reasons, facts, statistics, etc.  Each supporting sentence should be explained briefly, so the reader can see how the example you give connects to your main point

Each example below is the entire main point and support that the writer gave.  What is missing?  What can we add to improve each one?  

First of all, people lie because they want to lie; they're scared of telling the truth to everyone around.  People lie about things that are not even true because they think lying is a good idea. 

Secondly, some people lie because they want to hid their horrible experiences in the past.  Some people are doing this because they want to move on and choose a career that interests them.  They find that telling the truth about their personal background will ruin their reputation as a professional, if they become successful.  Therefore, some people find that lying is the best way to become successful.

Third, sometimes people tell lies to hide from the truth.  If you tell someone the truth that he/she shouldn't know, it will hurt their feelings really bad.  Also, if you did something bad and other people cannot know, then you have to tell lies.

Another reason to lie is insecurity.   People who feel insecure about themselves and about their way of thinking and expressing an idea.  Also, they don't have personal ideas and always agree with everything that other people say.

Sometimes a brief specific example is given, but the connection to the main point  isn't clear.  What can we add to these sections to make the ideas clearer?

Second, if she is always telling lies, she will not have many friends; for instance, her friends want to borrow her pen but she told her friends she doesn't have any pen, but she has one.  
Finally, people don't want to tell the truth to other people that they are liars and not good people because others may not want to be those liars' friends.  For example, my sister doesn't want to be friends with Lee because he is a bad person.  So most people don't tell the truth to other people.

ESLW 50  Good Examples of Supporting Detail
Notice how in each main point, the writer gives a full, rich example that captures your interest and attention, and makes you feel something.  Notice the different kinds of support they have used.

Finally, the best reason for lying is to protect others from telling the truth or to maintain the relationship.  For example, my father lied to my mother all the time for me when I was young.  My mother restricted the time of watching TV, but I really wanted to watch animated movies.  I felt love from my father who lied for a liar, and I never thought I would have been a better person if I saved those times for studying.  

Third of all, people always tell lies because those were their habit when they were little.  For example, I know many of my friends that are always telling lies.  I have known them since elementary school.  I had seen and heard them tell lies to my teacher and principal.  At that time, they were fighting and I was there; I saw everything that happened.  But when my teacher caught them fighting, they said they just played around.  My teacher didn't give them any suspension.  Even now, they're still telling lies and making me feel unhappy.  They are telling lies too much and I don't like to hang out or be friends with liars.  

The last reason why people lie is because sometimes they are afraid of other people's reaction.  For example, in my country a lot of wives have to lie to their husbands about something in order not to get hit by their husbands.  Women are afraid of being hurt by the men, so they have to lie in order to "keep the peace" in their houses.  [this one needs a bit more, but is a good start]

Some people are scared to tell the truth because sometimes they do something wrong, and they don't want anybody to know they do wrong.  For example, when I was a child, I broke the window in my room.  I was scared of my mother because I knew that she would yell at me.  For this reason, I told a lie.  She asked me, "What happened?"  I said, "I don't know.  I heard the sound while I was watching TV."  She knew that I broke the window, but she didn't say anything.  So being scared of other people is the most important reason to tell lies.

Good lies are encouraging.  My parents always lied to me when I was a little guy.  For example, I was in middle school and I always got lower grades in math.  My parents said to me: "If you get good grades in math, we will buy you a special gift."  After that, I studied hard and I got good grades on tests.  When I asked them for the special gift, they said: "Good students don't need gifts for getting good grades because getting good grades is a student's job."  I realized that they lied to me, but they encouraged me, which is good.  

