ESLW 50 

Organizing Support In a Paragraph – The pieces of the paragraph.
QUESTION: What can a student do to be sure he or she fails a class?
How To Fail a Class


The easiest ways to fail a class are to not study, not do the homework, and skip all the tests.  Not studying is a great way to fail a class. It means you never have to learn hard new ideas.  Also, you can save money by not buying an expensive textbook.  Finally, you will always be unprepared for assignments and tests.  Not doing any homework is another good way to fail a class.  One of my classmates uses this method.  He comes to class every day with nothing prepared.  When the teacher collects homework, he says, “I forgot to do it.”  After just a few weeks, he already has a “D-“.  The best way to fail a class is to skip the tests.  This works fastest because tests are worth a lot of points.  It’s also guaranteed because most teachers won’t let you make up a test you miss.  Ms. Reynolds, my accounting teacher, has a rule that no tests can be made up for any reason, even if you were in the hospital.  I’ve had several other teachers who say they don’t allow makeup tests.  If you really want to get an easy “F”, just leave your book closed, forget about the boring homework, and hang out in front of the TV on test days.
To see this paragraph enhanced with color to show the structure of main points and supporting details, go to the next page!
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To see the strong 1 – 2 – 3  structure in this paragraph step by step, go to the next page!
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Organizing Support In a Paragraph – The pieces of the paragraph.
WRITING TOPIC/QUESTION: What can a student do to be sure he or she fails a class?

How To Fail a Class

The easiest ways to fail a class are to not studyA, not do the homeworkB, and skip all the testsC.


A  Not studying is a great way to fail a class.

It means you never have to learn hard new ideas.

Also, you can save money by not buying an expensive textbook.

Finally, you will always be unprepared for assignments and tests.


B  Not doing any homework is another good way to fail a class.

One of my classmates uses this method.  
He comes to class every day with nothing prepared.

When the teacher collects homework, he says, “I forgot to do it.” 


After just a few weeks, he already has a “D-“.






C  The best way to fail a class is to skip the tests.

This works fastest because tests are worth a lot of points. 

It’s also guaranteed because most teachers won’t let you make up a test you miss.

lMs. Reynolds, my accounting teacher, has a rule that no tests can be made up for any reason, even if you were in the hospital.

lI’ve had several other teachers who say they don’t allow makeup tests.  


jIf you really want to get an easy “F”, just leave your book closedA, forget about the boring homeworkB, and hang out in front of the TV on test daysC.

�Title (centered, capitalized, not a sentence, no punctuation)


�Topic Sentence (topic, controlling idea with three main points)


�Main Supporting Point A (repeats point A and connects it to the topic)


�Supporting Detail for point A (gives an explanation)


�Supporting Detail for point A (gives a reason)


�Supporting Detail for point A (shows how not studying helps you fail)


�Main Supporting Point B (repeats point B and connects it to the topic)


�Supporting Detail for point B (gives an extended example in the form of a story)


�Main Supporting Point C


(repeats point C and connects it to the topic)


�Supporting Detail for point C (explains why this method works fast)


�Supporting Detail for point C (explains why it’s a sure way to fail)


�Supporting Details for point C’s explanation – you could also call them 3A or 4. (gives specific examples to explain about teachers’ test policies)


�Conclusion sentence (repeats the topic, the controlling idea, and the main points in the same order, but uses different words.





