ESLG 320

Exam Review:Test One

Active & Passive Verb Forms

What is active voice?  It is a sentence form in which the actor or the "do-er of the action in the verb" is also the subject of the sentence.  Most sentences are active sentences.  Active voice is clearer, more direct, more lively, and more powerful.

What is passive voice?  It is a sentence from in which the actor or "do-er of the action of the verb" is NOT the subject of the sentence.  In passive voice, the receiver of the action moves to the subject position, but does not actually "do" the verb.  The real actor sometimes appears in the 'by" phrase.

Why use passive?  We use passive when the actor is unimportant, unknown, very clearly known (and therefore unnecessary), or hidden/secret.  The by-phrase may or may not be used, depending on how important it is for understanding.

Can any sentence be turned into a passive form?  No, only verbs that have objects (transitive verbs) can be used in passive voice, or changed from active to passive.  Many verbs cannot form passive sentences.  

Is passive better or worse in writing?  Passive has several important uses.  It is important in both formal and informal situations, but it should not be overused.  It can be impersonal, or unclear, or less lively and interesting if you use it too much.

How easy is the passive verb form?  VERY easy.  You use a form of the verb "BE", according to the verb tense you need in the sentence, and the third form (or past participle) of the main verb.

Are there other ways to use passive forms?  Yes!  We use passive verb forms with the verb "get" (meaning "to become"), and we often use them as adjectives.     



ON THIS EXAM:

1. You will see an active sentence, and you will be asked to turn it into a passive sentence with the same meaning and the same verb tense.  Sometimes, the change will not be possible, so you'll need to know that.

2. You will see a passive sentence, and you will be asked to turn it into an active form.  Again, verb tense and meaning should not change.  In most cases, you will have to make up a subject.  It could be "People" or "Someone" or something general like that.

3. You will see sentences with errors in them.  You will need to find and fix the errors.  Errors will be in verb tense, verb form, and passive verbs. 

4. You will need to give some common reasons why we use passive voice in English, and also explain why it is used in some example sentences that you will see.

5.  You'll need to answer questions  with a few sentences, using passive verbs in your answers.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Change from active to passive, or passive to active.  Do NOT change the meaning or the tense!

Rewrite the entire sentence.

1. Mr. Thomas has taught the afternoon section of ESLG 320 only once.

2. The students might be upset by this test because it has a lot of difficult questions.

3. I can't believe you won $5 million dollars!

4. The roses in my yard look wonderful this year.

Find and fix the errors in these sentences.   You can cross out and write the changes above the line.

5. My sister is invite to the party but I'm not.  

6. Last week, Alison hired to take care of three little girls.

7. I was turned in my homework by email.

Underline the passive verbs and say what verb tense they are.  Explain why passive is used in each case.

8. Yesterday, a bomb was thrown into a crowded Iraqi market, but only three people were injured.

Verb Tense: 




  Reason: 







Verb Tense: 




  Reason: 







What are the five verb form rules?

How can the spread of the H1N1 flu virus be prevented?  Write a brief answer in 4-5 sentences, using passive voice at least three times.

