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Syllabus

Science is intelligence in action with no holds barred.
  — P. W. Bridgman

Contact Info: Phone: 558-2005, e-mail: mcdaidl@scc.losrios.edu
Office Hours: M: 2 – 3p, T: 12 – 1p, Th: 12 – 1p.
Office: Mohr 6
Text: None  

Things you will need:  A scientific calculator, a pad of graph paper, and a red flashlight (LEDs are the best).  Note: Students who habitually show up unprepared (missing any of the above items) will get zeros for each lab they are unprepared for.
Class: W: 7:30-10:35pm @ Mohr Hall, Room 5.  It may (rarely) occur that students have to stay later than 10:35pm.  All labs must be turned in at the end of class unless noted otherwise.  Anyone more than 30 minutes late to any lab will receive a zero for that lab.

The Rules:  Hold on to this syllabus, as it may answer questions you have later.  No drinking or eating in the classroom.  All assigned projects must be submitted in order to complete the course. Students will be expected to come to every class.  Students who miss more than two (2) labs will get an automatic F for the semester!  Regarding other policies, consult your student handbook for general college policies.  Turn phones and pagers off.  

Grades:  100% Labs.  Each lab is worth 100 points.  There are no exams or final.  The grade for your lowest lab is automatically dropped.  The final grade will be based on the following scale:  
	≥ 90% = A
	80 – 89% = B

	70 – 79% = C
	60 – 69% = D

	≤ 59% = F
	If there was a grade lower than “F”, it would go here.


Labs:  There will be a lab every week, it must be completed during the lab time.  You may miss one lab during the semester.  After that, each missed lab counts as a zero.  There are no makeup labs.  

Attendance:  You are expected to attend all classes.  Assignments not picked up will be in a box in my office (the Box ‘o Stuff).  The last day to drop is April 15th, 2012.
Lab Schedule:  This is subject to change and weather dependent (note that more labs are listed than there are weeks in the semester, so not all of them will be done).  Sadly, planets are not viewable every semester.
   Part I:  Basic Concepts


Part II: Solar System
       Part III:  Stars and Galaxies

	Is it science?
	Lunar observation
	Nebular/Star cluster observation

	Constellations

	Cratering

	Stellar spectroscopy

	Apparent magnitude
	Inner planet cartography
	Absolute magnitude

	Seeing & transparency
	Outer planet cartography
	H-R diagram

	Blackbody radiation
	Planetary observation

	Variable stars

	Introduction to spectroscopy

	Diameters of Pluto and Charon
	SETI

	Light pollution
	Comet observation
	Galaxy observation

	Digital imaging
	
	Galaxy classification & Hubble


